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a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 29 May 2020 
Summary of reasons for decision: 

The image file appears to have been taken from a video file. It depicts two people who clearly present 
as younger teenagers involved in sexual activity. The staging (the colourful bedspread and faux fur 
bedhead, and girl’s bracelet) emphasise their youthfulness and encourage the viewer to regard them as 
young teenagers. The subjects are of a similar age and sexual experimentation between teens is 
common and expected. While the video from which the image file has been taken may have been 
filmed by those involved for their own use, this still image and its branding have a different purpose 
and effect. There is no other reasonable purpose for the image file other than the sexual titillation and 
arousal of those with an interest in young persons. The image file legitimises and normalises the idea 
that young teenagers are appropriate subjects for adult sexual fantasy and desire. The branding on the 
image indicates that this material has been made available for this purpose. The image file therefore 
promotes and supports the exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes and is deemed to be 
objectionable under s3(2)(a) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. The 
Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 on the 
application of the classification criteria. The objectionable classification interferes with the right to 
freedom of expression, but this is an outcome that is consistent with Parliament's intention that 
publications falling under s3(2) of the FVPC Act are deemed objectionable and reflects the concern 
of a free and democratic society to protect its young and vulnerable members from exploitation and 
harm. 




